CHAPTER XII
BEN JONSON

SHAKESPEARE had " little Latin and less Greek."
For his Roman tragedies, he relied upon North's trans-
lation of Plutarch. The most important of the drama-
tists who immediately followed him was well able to
read both languages in the original. Whether this was
an advantage to him those who have read his Sejanus
may take leave to doubt.

^ Ben Jonson, a man of violent principles, and glad
to fight for them, was born in 1573 at Westminster.
His father, a minister, died soon after he was born, and
his mother married a bricklayer. When he was twenty,
Ben enlisted in the army, and fought with great credit
in Flanders. Five years later he was known as a
dramatist, and his play Every Man in his Humour had
been performed in Shakespeare's own theatre. A period
of prosperity followed. He not only wrote a number of
successful comedies, but was continually employed in
writing masques1 for the court. In 1618 he visited
Scotland, and spent a month with the poet Drummond
of Hawthornden, to whom we are indebted for a lively
accoun* of Jonson's opinions and behaviour. In 1621,
he rec ed% a Court post and a pension from King
James but, upon the accession of Charles I, his
fortunes f His plays were failures, he became ill,

1 Spectacular entertainments, with music, dancing, and elaborate
scenes, in which the courtiers themselves took part.
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